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September 27, 1950 
Dear John: 
Your s a l u t a t i o n overlooked the eight l i t t l e Ouernsej'-s who 
l i v e i n the meadow but I ' l l apologize to them f o r ycu* I hope you 
are now r e c e i v i n g your mail on schedule. A f r e e copy of The Crimson 
came today and v/e are reading i t with c a r e . (The l i k e n e s s between 
the sound of my l e t t e r s and the ones my f a t h e r used to Y/rite to me 
i n college i s astounding. Don't be su r p r i s e d i f I should begin to 
s a l u t e you as t "Bear c h i l d s " . How's that f o r complex punctuation?) 
I have read only the e d i t o r i a l Y/hich I thought an e x c e l l e n t piece of 
w r i t i n g . Bady, .ŝ t the moment, i s breathing h e a v i l y over page nine. 
^rom t h i s s l i g h t p e r u s a l I gather t h a t being on the Crimson s t a f f i s 
no s l i g h t achie^'ement. 
We enjo3''ed every word t h a t described the boys you have met. 
Please keep the d e s c r i p t i o n s coming. I'm glad you thin k they are 
sharp and gay. You m y f i n d i t a l i t t l e t r y i n g at f i r s t to study w i t h 
them. I f they don't get calm a f t e r a week or two t r y the g l a s s flov/er 
museum. Christopher's v / r i t i n g h a b i t s sound strangeljr f a m i l i a r and yov. 
and I and Thomas H. U z z e l l knov/ Y/hat's going to happen unless the boy 
mends h i s v/ays. Don't l e t him k i d you. I t ' s work before w i t two to 
one. Of course i t i s p o s s i b l e , they say, to overwork. ( I wouldn't 
know about t h a t . ) But you must l e a r n jrour l i m i t a t i o n s and l i v e accordingly. 
And you f a t h e r and I hope you aren't going to be too much concerned about 
s e l l i n g t h i s j'ear. You know how hard i t i s to s e l l and t h a t may be the 
most important lesson the f r e e lance v / r i t e r or c a r t o o n i s t has to l e a r n . 
Now, a l l you have to do i s hang on to j/our scholarship and enjoy doing 
i t . 
J o l s o n and Chipper have been going dov/n to the tobacco-shed 
foundation ?/ith me, working at the ground hog holes Y/hile I cut bushes. 
Chipper's t o e n a i l s have grown uncomfortably long since Scottj'- l a i d down 
the law and the digging should be good. Mrs. L i c h f i e l d c a l l e d today to 
ask about the dog and l e a r n whether you r e a l l y Y/ent to school. She 
c a l l s Harvey's f a t h e r "Great S c o t t " . Cute, i s n ' t i t ? Furthermore, she 
knows the other side of the dog law and Y d l l have Great Scott finked 
tY/enty-five d o l l a r s i f and when he shoots our dogs. N O Y/ t h a t i s a r e a l 
comfort to me. Harvey, she s a y s , i s going to be d r a f t e d . Don't you 
suppose you ought to send your new address to your d r a f t board? Ba_(j(jy 
would have done i t f o r you i f he had known where and which your d r a f t 
board i s . I s there anything we ought to send 3/ou? Your s u i t ouglak"^ /sA^. 
a r r i v e about as soon as t h i s l e t t e r . I fotmd your maroon muffler and 
Y / i l l send i t one of these days. L i k e Christopher, I've been managing 
not to 7 / r i t e . The chores are endless. But they don't make a v / r i t e r of 
you. You've got the r e c i p e . Hang on to i t . 
Love 
